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IT IS HOPED THAT THIS COLLECTION OF HIS-
TORIC PHOTOGRAPHS WILL BE A PERMANENT MO-
MENTQ TQ THE COMING GENERATIONS, TO RE-
MIND THEM OF THE HARDSHIPS ENDURED BY
THEIR ANCESTORS AND THE DEBT OF GRATITUDE
OWED TO THE BENEVOLENT, HOSPITABLE- AND
BROTHERLY ARAB PEOPLE WHO ACCEPTED Us,
CHRISTIAN ARMENIANS IN THEIR MIDST, REA-

DILY GRANTING STATUS OF EQUAL CITIZENSHIP
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At the end of the First World War a floating mass of Armenian survivors of
unprecedented, ruthless and most barberic massacres prepatrated by the Turks
found themselves strugeling for rshabilitation in parts of their historical
ancestra lands.

This catalistic operation hai hardly pathered momentum when, hefore the in-
different eves of the fGreat Western Powers, it was interrupted by further
Turkish attempts for the suppression of the Armenian race.

Once arain these human wrecks faced the challenge of survival in the face of
innmumerable Aifficulties, hvy mass migrating towards the neighbouring hospi-
table Arab countries.

On arriva to Asstination their priorities were basic. It was to have a roof
on their heads. To this end every plece of dlscarded tin, wood or corrugated
iron was collected and with astonlishine skill and ingenulty used as bullding
material, with the result that a refupe was assured against the rigors of the
aprroachinw winter,prineipally in the desolate Aleppo district of Suleimanieh.

It was under these avpalling conditions of utter poverty,undescribable misery
and lack of basic sanitation that the strugele for 1life started in the 1920's
for these Armenians, lastineg till the mid-thirties.

However ,despite the sloom and adversities encountered dally,these expatriates
from the intarior once Armenian provinces as well as from Aintab, Marash and
Ki1llis faced their task with fortitude and Adatermination to prepare a better
future through sheer hard work and industry for the coming generations.

During that ~ritical period a man, Vartan Derounian, a leadinz and accomplished
professional photorrapher in Alenvo, had the visionary insight to record for
posterity the plight of these t'e{‘u:ees in their ...l shift primitive homes. Be-
fore leaving Alepoo in 1847 he left this remarkable collection of photographs
to Mr, Avedis Shahinian who had taken over the succession of the business and
who, in his turn handed over to us before leaving for South America.

Sad as it may be, housed confortably in modern appartments equipped with every
convenience, the new zenerautions are oblivious of the sucrifices made by their
grandparents. This valuable collection of photoeraphs will remain an indelible
evidence of the price their ancestors paid for the well being of generations
to follow.
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